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all the attacks that were delivered against them both north
and south of UrmL They are said to have fought no fewer
than fourteen actions in this time. In one of these, at Ushnu,
they captured nearly 350 Turkish regular soldiers, besides
5 machine guns and 2 pieces of field artillery; and with
almost unbelievable generosity these prisoners were released
upon parole.
" But what of your Kurdish prisoners, Saypu ?" we asked
of the stalwart young warrior whose maiden exploit in arms
we related on page 315.
-" We took no Kurdish prisoners, Rabbi," replied Saypu
grimly, " after the death of Mar Shimun."
Their humanity is more to their credit, since they knew
well the fate of their kinsfolk in the outlying villages which
they were forced to abandon, and might learn thence to
what fate they themselves were doomed should they fail
to make good their defence.   AH Ihsan had now gone
southward to take over the command at Mosul, and to be
defeated by General Marshall in the last -battle of the war.
The Turkish leader in the north was now Jevdet Bey,
previously Vali of Van, the brutal son of kind old Tahir and
brother-in-law of Enver Pasha, a man who had already
earned eternal infamy by his pitiless massacres of the
Armenians at Van.   Now on one occasion he forced the
entire population of a village, numbering it is said 700,
and including all the women and children, to dig a deep
trench for their own grave along the foot of a lofty mud wall.
When the trench was finished they were marched into it. The
wall was thrown down on the top of them; and every soul
was buried alive.   On another occasion a village, which had
defended itself to the last cartridge, surrendered at last
on fair conditions which the Turks solemnly confirmed by
oaths taken on the Koran.   Every male was immediately
massacred; every female stripped and outraged, and then
turned adrift naked to crawl to Unni as she could.
Such incidents are, of course, but samples of hundreds of
similar atrocities perpetrated by the Turks upon their
Christian helots during the recent war. Neither is it
permissible for any honest chronicler to leave them ua-